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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendments and arguments received liave been entered and 
considered. Claim 9 has been canceled. Claim 22 has been added. An examination of 
pending claims 1-8 and 10-22 is herein presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-14, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sabac et al. (US Patent 6,912,817) in view of Dokan (US Patent 
4,601,149). 

a. Regarding claims 1 , 5 and 12, Sabac et al. discloses a sealing system 
comprising at least two parts being a longitudinal strip profile (200) and a sealing 
material (210), both adapted in combination to maintain a sealed joint between 
relatively vertical and horizontal surfaces (Fig. 2), the strip profile (200) 
comprising a first upper limb (222) having an upper limp upper boundary and an 
upper limb lower boundary between which there extends an upper limb inner 
face (left side of limb in Fig. 2,3,4) and an upper limb outer face, and from which 
upper limb inner face or upper limb boundaries there extends at least one second 
outer limb (202) having an outer limb inner boundary attached to the upper limb 
(Fig. 2,3,4) and an outer limb outer boundary between which outer limb 
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boundaries there extends an outer limb upper face and an outer limb lower face 
(top and bottom faces of 202), characterized in that the longitudinal strip profile 
(200) is semi-flexible (column 3, lines 25-28) and the at least one second outer 
limb is flexible and further characterized in that there extends from the outer limb 
lower face at least a third flexible inner limb (206) (Fig. 2,3,4) adapted to sealing 
engage an uncured sealing material and to said the full or substantial Isolation of 
the uncured sealing material from the upper limb inner face or outer limb lower 
face (Fig 2,3,4). Sabac et al. does not disclose that the third inner limb engages 
and aids In the Isolation of the uncured sealing material by the provision of one or 
more ribs which extend into the uncured sealing material, the ribs being located 
on the inner limb lower face between the inner limb inner boundary and the inner 
limb out boundary. However, it is known in the art that a limb can be provided 
with one or more ribs extending Into uncured sealing material. For example, 
Dokan teaches a sealing system (Fig. 3,4) comprising at least two parts being a 
strip profile (11 6,21 6) and a sealing material (1 10,210) wherein the strip profile 
can have a limb with one or more ribs (Fig. 3,4) for engaging and and anchoring 
the sealing strip In an Installed position. Sabac et al. teaches that the sealing 
material Is along the Inner limb lower ace between the Inner limb Inner boundary 
and the Inner limb outer boundary, and it would have been obvious to modify 
Sabac et al. to add ribs to the interacting surface, such as taught by Dokan, in 
order to better anchor the sealing strip. 
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b. Regarding claim 2, the flexibility in the strip profile is achieved through 
adjustment of the sectional wall thickness (column 3, lines 19-38). 

c. Regarding claim 3, the inner limb (206) forms and anchors and directly 
engages sealing material (210) with the horizontal surface, in substantial isolation 
from the remainder of the strip profile (200). 

d. Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , the additional inner limbs (222) extend from 
the upper limb inner face and filler material (220) extends from the upper limb 
lower boundary. 

e. Regarding claims 6 and 13, Dokan further teaches the strip can be shaped 
with the outer limb upper face being adapted to throw off water over the 
complementary sealing material (Fig. 1,2,3,4; abstract). 

f. Regarding claim 7, the strip profile (200) has a flexible lip (adjacent 230, 
226) along the uppermost boundary of the first upper limb and the outermost 
boundary of the second outer limb capable of engaging irregular vertical and 
horizontal surface respectively. 

g. Regarding claims 1 0 and 1 7, Dokan further teaches that the ribs can have 
substantially bulbous heads which mechanically grip and are imbedded into the 
sealing material (Fig. 3,4). 

h. Regarding claim 14, the strip profile has a flexible lip (230) along the 
uppermost boundary of the upper limb and the outermost boundary of the second 
outer limb (226) to engage irregular vertical and horizontal surfaces respectively 
(Fig. 3). 
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i. Regarding claim 16, Sabac et al. discloses a sealing system comprising at 
least two parts being a longitudinal strip profile (200) and a sealing material 
(210), both adapted in combination to maintain a sealed joint between relatively 
vertical and horizontal surfaces (Fig. 2), the strip profile (200) comprising a first 
upper limb (222) having an upper limp upper boundary and an upper limb lower 
boundary between which there extends an upper limb inner face (left side of limb 
in Fig. 2,3,4) and an upper limb outer face, and from which upper limb inner face 
or upper limb boundaries there extends at least one second outer limb (202) 
having an outer limb inner boundary attached to the upper limb (Fig. 2,3,4) and 
an outer limb outer boundary between which outer limb boundaries there extends 
an outer limb upper face and an outer limb lower face (top and bottom faces of 
202), characterized in that the longitudinal strip profile (200) is semi-flexible 
(column 3, lines 25-28) and the at least one second outer limb is flexible and 
further characterized in that there extends from the outer limb lower face at least 
a third flexible inner limb (206) (Fig. 2,3,4) adapted to sealing engage an uncured 
sealing material and to said the full or substantial isolation of the uncured sealing 
material from the upper limb inner face or outer limb lower face (Fig 2,3,4) and 
the strip profile has a flexible lip (230) along the uppermost boundary of the 
upper limb and the outermost boundary of the second outer limb (226) to engage 
irregular vertical and horizontal surfaces respectively (Fig, 3). Sabac et al. does 
not disclose that the third inner limb engages and aids in the isolation of the 
uncured sealing material by the provision of one or more ribs which extend into 
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the uncured sealing material, the ribs being located on the inner limb lower face 
between the inner limb inner boundary and the inner limb out boundary. 
However, it is known in the art that a limb can be provided with one or more ribs 
extending into uncured sealing material. For example, Dokan teaches a sealing 
system (Fig. 3,4) comprising at least two parts being a strip profile (11 6,21 6) and 
a sealing material (110,210) wherein the strip profile can have a limb with one or 
more ribs (Fig. 3,4) for engaging and and anchoring the sealing strip in an 
installed position. Sabac et al. teaches that the sealing material is along the 
inner limb lower ace between the inner limb inner boundary and the inner limb 
outer boundary, and it would have been obvious to modify Sabac et al. to add 
ribs to the interacting surface, such as taught by Dokan, in order to better anchor 
the sealing strip. 

3. Claims 1, and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schluter (US Patent 4,829,731 ) in view of Dokan (US Patent 4,601 ,1 49). 

a. Regarding claims 1,18 and 20, Schluter discloses a sealing system (Fig. 
2) comprising of at least two parts being a longitudinal strip profile (1) and a 
sealing material (17), both adapted in combination to maintain a sealed joint 
between relatively vertical and horizontal surfaces (Fig. 2), the strip profile 
comprising a first upper limb (11) having an upper limb upper boundary and an 
upper limb lower boundary between which there extends an upper limb inner 
face and an upper limb outer face (Fig. 2), and from which upper limb inner face 
there extends at least one second outer limb (12,13) having an outer limb inner 
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boundary attached to the upper limb (1 1 ) and an outer limb outer boundary 
between which outer limb boundaries there extends an outer limb upper face and 
an outer limb lower face characterized in that the longitudinal strip profile is semi- 
flexible (ie. has flexible parts) and the at least one second outer limb is flexible 
(13) and further characterized in that there extends from the outer limb lower face 
at least a third flexible inner limb (14) adapted to sealingly engage an uncured 
sealing material (17) and to aid the full or substantial isolation of the uncured 
sealing material from the upper limb inner face and outer limb lower face, and the 
third flexible inner limb is connected to the first upper limb by a first co-extruding 
flexible material (15). Schluter does not disclose that the third inner limb 
engages and aids in the isolation of the uncured sealing material by the provision 
of one or more ribs which extend into the uncured sealing material, the ribs being 
located on the inner limb lower face between the inner limb inner boundary and 
the inner limb out boundary. However, it is known in the art that a limb can be 
provided with one or more ribs extending into uncured sealing material. For 
example, Dokan teaches a sealing system (Fig. 3,4) comprising at least two parts 
being a strip profile (116,216) and a sealing material (110,210) wherein the strip 
profile can have a limb with one or more ribs (Fig. 3,4) for engaging and and 
anchoring the sealing strip in an installed position. Schuter teaches that the 
sealing material is along the inner limb lower ace between the inner limb inner 
boundary and the inner limb outer boundary, and it would have been obvious to 
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modify Schluter yo add ribs to the interacting surface, such as taught by Dokan, 
in order to better anchor the sealing strip. 

b. Regarding claim 19, the third flexible inner limb is inherently connected to 
the second outer limb by a second co-extruding flexible material, as the inner 
limb and outer limb are continuous and an extruded plastic (column 3, lines 5-7). 

d. Regarding claim 21 , a fourth limb is connected to the first upper limb 
forming a chamber (Fig. 2) wherein the third flexible inner limb can engage the 
fourth limb at the chamber (via 15). 

e. Regarding claim 22, the inner limb directly engages the sealing material 
with the horizontal surface, in substantial isolation from the remainder of the strip 
profile (Fig. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 8 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -8 and 1 0-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH A. PLUMMER whose telephone number is 
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(571 )272-2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571 ) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeanette E Chapman/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3633 

IE. A. P./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



